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For Her
» Nancy Martin
Director of Client Services

When one person who has received comfort, encouragement, 
support, and care takes the time to offer these very same virtues 
to someone in despair, hope is kindled. Hope is born in the heart 
of those who feel desolate when we recognize that they are 
more than their circumstances, their situation. Hope matures in 
their life when they are cared for in every component of who they 
are physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

That is what happened to Fae*. 

Fae came to AVA Care on the same day she was released 
from jail. She had no place to live, no job waiting for her and 
her friends were from a past of which she no longer wanted a 
part. Her situation warranted words like bleak, depressing, and 
grim. Her situation seemed daunting, yet in the hearts of those 
who provided care for Fae that day, there was hope. Hope is 
relentless and finds a way. When Fae could not find hope for 
herself, AVA Care carried hope for her. We delivered it up in the 
services provided, and helped it grow in her by caring for every 
aspect of her life.

Yes, we were able to provide a pregnancy test for Fae and 
confirm the pregnancy through the ultrasound. But in addition to 
that, Fae’s incredible need for emotional, physical, and spiritual 
support was given through a gracious client advocate and the 
nurse who cared for her. Recognizing that Fae had nothing, 
not even a place to live, Fae was guided toward shelters and 
ministries in our community that provided housing. She was 
encouraged to continue in the program in which she was 
enrolled to overcome her addiction, and to get involved in other 
local programs that provide support to pregnant women. She 
was given direction in finding insurance coverage, supplied 
with information for prenatal care, and encouraged to visit the 
organizations and ministries that provided additional baby items 
she would need. As Fae was given support and information, 
hope began to cover her overwhelming circumstance and she 
discovered a renewed determination to improve her life situation. 
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Hope grew as her client advocate took the 
time to talk to Fae regarding her spiritual life 
and her belief in God.

When Fae walked out the door of AVA 
Care, we had no certainty about what 
would happen. Remaining faithful to 
provide Fae with continued support and 
care during the weeks following her visit to 
AVA Care, her client advocate discovered 
that Fae did indeed complete the steps 
that were outlined with her during their 
ongoing conversations. She applied for 
insurance, was on a waiting list for an 
apartment, was seeking employment, 
continuing in her addiction recovery 
program, scheduled for prenatal care, and 
seeking a local church.

Knowing that Fae would need practical 
items to assist her when her baby was 

born, AVA Care made her needs known 
to our supportive community. Because of 
you, Fae received donations of a bassinet, 
baby clothes, and other baby items. The 
church that she began attending helped in 
providing necessary items as well.

The desperate needs that existed in Fae’s 
life as she faced an unplanned pregnancy 
were met when this community – AVA 
Care, donors, and the local church – were 
present in her hour of need. Hope became 
tangible as we came together. Imagine 
now, the hope that Fae will be able to 
provide to her little boy because of the 
hope that was gifted to her! 

FROM THE DIRECTOR

HER, from page 1

Susan is our Executive Director.
Connect with her at 

susan@avacareforyou.org 
or 540.434.0685.

Recent events on the political front have 
certainly aided in raising awareness of the 
epidemic of abortion in our nation. While 
it’s been difficult and uncomfortable to face 
the reality of where we are as a country, it 
has also helped build momentum in the 
life-affirming work of AVA Care and other 
pregnancy centers across the country. As 
a result of hearing some of the troubling 
legislation that has been created and even 
passed in some states, individuals have 
asked themselves, “What can I do?,” 
“What should I do?,” and “What would 
God have me to do?” At AVA Care we’ve 
responded to those questions by asking 
individuals to pray, give, give more, get 
involved, volunteer, and speak up for those 
that cannot speak up for themselves.

In this newsletter, we are inviting you to 
consider different ways to get involved that 
you may not have considered before. We 
trust that you will pray and ask the Lord 
what He would have you do, how He 
would have you get involved, or deepen 
your involvement and investment in AVA 
Care. As believers who know that abortion 
breaks the heart of God, we must engage 
and be willing to sacrifice for the greater 

cause of protecting the lives of those most 
vulnerable in the womb. 

We thank you for your partnership as we 
continue the work that was started 35 
years ago – saving the unborn and sparing 
women the regret of an abortion. No matter 
what is going on in the political realm, we 
remain steadfast and committed to that 
focus. As long as unintended pregnancies 
are occurring, there will be a need for the 
professional and compassionate services 
of AVA Care. We simply cannot do it 
without you!

Commited to life,

Susan Null
Executive Director

Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly 
I tell you, whatever you did for the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’”

* Client name changed for confidentiality.

SUSAN NULL

Nancy is our Director of Client 
Services. Connect with her at 

nancy@avacareforyou.org 
or 540.434.0685.

NANCY MARTIN
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RECAP

Move for Life

With your help and participation, the 2019 Move for Life was a 
great success. The weather was beautiful and, even with the date 
change, we had a fantastic turnout. We are excited to announce 
that we raised over $52,000! We are thankful for the way the 
Lord continues to work through this event and how He brings our 
community together to stand for Life. The opportunity to gather 
together and enjoy activities, music, food, and fellowship is such 
a blessing and so much fun! We hope you enjoyed the evening as 
much as we did. 

This event would not be possible without the hard work of our 
dedicated MFL volunteers. Thank you to Jon Ernest (Basketball 
Coordinator), Muff Perry (Zumba Instructor) and each one of our 

volunteers for your part in making this an amazing event! We would also like to thank the following companies for 
donating food: Krispy Kreme and Strite’s Donuts; gift card donations from Kroger, Walmart Neighborhood Market, and 
Sharp Shopper; and coupons from Tropical Smoothie Café, Dairy Queen, and Chick-fil-A. A big thank you to Horizon 
Christian Fellowship for providing dinner to replenish all of the calories burned during our events! We appreciate you all!

MFL Winners
5K Winners (Adults): Grant Weaver 22:51, Celia Layman 28:09
5K Winners (Youth): Micah Biller 23:48, Chloe Davis 34:32
Top Fundraiser: Alex Anderson = $2,100
Top Fundraising Team: Lebanon Church of the Brethren = $3,531.92

MFL Underwriters
Miller Storage Buildings, Inc.
Blackwell Engineering, PLC
Blue Ridge Chimney Services
Martin, Beachy & Arehart, PLC
Galindez Painting, Inc.
Home Pride Turf Management LLC
Mehegan & Sons Masonry
PWD Windows and Door
Tropical Smoothie Café 

We hope to see you all next spring at the Move for Life 2020!
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WAYS TO GIVE

Your material gifts allow us to bless our clients participating in our EXCEL (Equipping Parents to Excel through 
Community Engagement and Learning) program with needed items. Your in-kind donations help us to improve the 
quality of our care to clients by practical items.

We are currently in need of the following items:

• Deluxe healthcare and grooming kits
• Hooded bath towels
• Desitin
• “What to Expect When You’re Expecting” books (5th edition only please)

These items change from week-to-week including additional special request items that are needed. Be sure to visit our 
website for the most up-to-date info on material needs at support-avacare.org/in-kind.

Occasionally we get requests for bigger items such as car seats, cribs, and more. If you’d like to be placed on a list for 
us to contact when large purchase items are needed for our clients who choose life for their baby, please contact Nancy 
at 540.434.0685 or nancy@avacareforyou.org.

In-Kind

Do you own a business that does amazing work in our community? Consider donating your services to AVA Care! We 
are grateful for these generous companies and individuals that donated their services the past year: 

• Blue Ridge Chimney Services -  pays for our weekly cleaning service
• Crider Mountain Builders -  handyman/construction tasks
• TSS Photography - photography for staff portraits & events
• Hannah Joy Photos - advertising photography
• Printing Express - printing services for various print pieces
• Ryan Berry Productions - videos for our banquet and promotional videos for events

Current needs: photographer for advertising materials, graphic designer, handy man. If interested, contact Susan at 
540.434.0685 or susan@avacareforyou.org.

Services

Baby Materials

• iPad (air or newer)
• postage stamps
• copy paper
• Clorox wipes
• paper towels

• tissues
• toilet paper
• laminator
• folding step stool
• toaster

Office Materials

Our wish list items are always changing, be sure to visit our website for the most up-to-date info on our wish list at 
support-avacare.org/in-kind or contact Susan at 540.434.0685 or susan@avacareforyou.org.

In addition to our material needs, we often post a “wish list” and items needed for our office. Some items in the past 
have included a microwave, trash cans, fan, etc. We are so grateful to those who have donated a much needed item in 
the past. Here is a current list of office and wish list needs:
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WAYS TO GIVE

Many companies in our area provide matching gift options for their employees to make an impact in our community. We 
are so grateful to local companies, like Merck and others, for their generous matching donation programs. Check with 
your HR department for more information on your company’s program.

AVA Care InvestHer Program

Financial

When you make an ongoing financial commitment, either 
monthly or annually, you become an InvestHer.

Matching Donations

Legacy Gifts
In the past, AVA Care has been honored by those who wished to leave a legacy that impacts generations to come 
in Harrisonburg. Leaving a donation to AVA Care in your will allows you to continue advocating for the pre-born and 
establish a culture of life as your legacy. Contact Susan Null, our Executive Director, to see how a legacy gift could 
impact AVA Care now and in the years to come.

3 Ways to Give:

1. Click the “Donate” button on the screen at support-
avacare.org/financial

2. Have your gift automatically charged to your credit 
card or deducted from your bank account monthly. 
Contact the Finance Coordinator for more details on 
this payment arrangement.

3. Mail a check to AVA Care of Harrisonburg using the 
envelope mailed with this newsletter.

A copy of our most recent Form 990 is available upon 
request. 

Please contact Susan Null, Executive Director, at 
540.434.0685 or susan@avacareforyou.org if you have 
additional questions about the InvestHer program or 
would like to sign up to become an InvestHer. Thank you 
for investing in AVA Care and the women, men, and pre-
born children we serve.

Church Involvement
Are you a member of a church that is not currently partnering with AVA Care? Tell your pastor or missions committee 
about the work of AVA Care and ask if we can come speak to your congregation. Or perhaps you could serve as a 
liaison and help facilitate our Change for Life Baby Bottle Campaign. We count on support from the local church, both 
in prayer and our finances. Contact susan@avacareforyou.org if you’re not sure how your church is involved or if you 
want to help get your church engaged in this critical work.

$50/month or $600/year
Provides 18 women (with a positive 
test) education on healthy pregnancy 
& relationships, fetal development, 
STIs, abortion procedures & risks, & 
adoption.

$125/month or $1,500/year
Covers all costs for operating AVA 
Care for one full day.

$75/month or $900/year
Provides 3 life-revealing ultrasounds 
to women who feel abortion may be 
their only option.
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AVA Care of Harisonburg’s
Annual Fundraising Banquet

September 5, 2019

We are excited to announce the new location of our annual banquet - Hotel Madison! Come see our new 
venue and fresh vibe as we celebrate 35 years of service to our community. You will hear from our Executive 
Director as she describes how AVA Care continues to impact women, men, and babies in our area and how 
your involvement is vital to the success of reaching those who believe abortion to be their best or only option. 
You will also hear firsthand accounts from those we have served and how AVA Care impacted their life and 
the life of their baby.

Register today at 
support-avacare.org/fundraising-banquet

EVENTS BE Strong

Brave

Ready

Hotel Madison 
& Shenandoah Valley 
Conference Center

710 S Main St, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

https://support-avacare.org/fundraising-banquet 
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Susan Null
Executive Director

Nancy Martin
Director of Client Services

Stevi Hansen, BSN, MHR, RN
Director of Nursing 

Vacant
Director of Marketing

Miriam Clark
Finance Coordinator

Michael Rider, CPA
Finance Manager

Amalie Davis
Office & Events Coordinator 

Teresa Klansek, DO
Volunteer Medical Director

Ned Adamson, MD
Volunteer Consultant for Ultrasound Services

Board of Directors
Jeff Stapel – President
Deb Douglas – Secretary / Treasurer
Ronny Breen
Lynette Ellis
Aaron Lorson
Troy Suter
Maretta Yoder

Vision
To be the most trusted source of care 
for individuals facing sexual health and 
pregnancy decisions in our community.

Mission
We are a medical nonprofit that provides 
relevant testing services, education, and 
hope to individuals at risk of or facing 
undesired pregnancies.

Guiding Practices
1. Provide accurate information
2. Extend grace and respect
3. Show the love of Christ
4. Serve through volunteers
5. Pray

833 MLK, Jr. Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 :: 540.434.0685 :: support-avacare.org :: Connect on Facebook & Twitter @avacarefriends

Will you help underwrite our fundraising banquet?
It is our prayer to have 100% of the expenses for the banquet covered 
by faithful friends and businesses that love and believe in this ministry. 
This goal will enable 100% of the donations received the night of the 
event to directly benefit the life-saving work of AVA Care of Harrisonburg. 
Your donation enables us to support more women in our community 
and empower them to carry their baby to term and parent, or make an 
adoption plan. It covers the cost of the banquet so all proceeds received 
the night of the banquet can directly benefit those facing unintended 
pregnancy.

Would you prayerfully consider becoming an underwriter for this event 
through a donation that will help cover the expenses of this year’s 
banquet? Your tax-deductible investment multiplies into an even larger 
blessing when our guests can contribute directly to the mission and 
ministry of AVA Care. Our goal is to have all these expenses underwritten 
by July 18th.

For more information, contact Susan Null at 540.434.0685 or susan@
avacareforyou.org. 

Job Openings
AVA Care is seeking applicants for the following positions:

Director of Nursing: (full-time) This position serves clients during designated 
hours to provide medical services following professional standards of care and 
in keeping with AVA Care of Harrisonburg’s mission. This position is responsible 
for overseeing all aspects in delivery of medical services. This position also 
supervises other nurse and sonographer volunteers and staff. The Director of 
Nursing performs pregnancy & STI testing, limited obstetric ultrasound (training 
provided), and education on pregnancy options and sexual health, as well as 
serves as the privacy and safety officer.

Director of Client Services: (full-time) This position is responsible for all 
client–related components of AVA Care of Harrisonburg. This includes serving 
clients through counseling and options education, recruitment, training, and 
management of volunteers, and identifying resources and implementing 
programs to meet current and future client needs.

Director of Marketing: (24 hours/week) This position is responsible to raise 
awareness for and promote a positive image of AVA Care of Harrisonburg, as 
well as to plan, organize and direct all communication efforts for AVA Care, 
including advertising, marketing and branding efforts.

For more information about qualifications or to see a full job description visit 
support-avacare.org/jobs. If interested, please send cover letter and resume 
by mail or email to: AVA Care of Harrisonburg, 833 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 or apply@avacareforyou.org. Qualified applicants will 
be asked to complete an application. Positions are open until filled.

http://support-avacare.org
https://www.facebook.com/avacarefriends
https://twitter.com/avacarefriends
mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=
mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=
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WE’RE THE EXPERTS ON UNINTENDED PREGNANCY AND HERE FOR HER - NO MATTER WHAT SHE DECIDES.

HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

Material & In-Kind Needs
» See page 4

Wish List
» See page 4

Volunteer Needs
» Board members (LPC, attorney, and 

other positions available) 

Our Board of Directors provides 
leadership and oversight of our 
organization. It’s made up of a diverse 
group of professionals. Meetings are 
the 3rd Monday of each month. 

Financial
» One-time donations
» InvestHers - ongoing financial partners

For more information on any of the above, 
contact Susan at 540.434.0685 or 
susan@avacareforyou.org. 

“Everything I needed 
to know, we spoke 
about...Everything 

went great.”

- AVA Care recent client

833 MLK, Jr. Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540.434.0685 

support-avacare.org 

Monthly Updates & Virtual Newsletter Sign-up Now!

Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter! 

@avacarefriends

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PZTR5P273P5TW
http://support-avacare.org/financial/
https://support-avacare.org
http://eepurl.com/dsQZZD
https://www.facebook.com/avacarefriends
https://twitter.com/avacarefriends
https://www.facebook.com/avacarefriends
https://twitter.com/avacarefriends

