
» Nancy Martin
Director, Volunteer and Client Services
Neither woman wants to be pregnant. Both are young, pursuing 
their futures, hoping to proceed in life with few complications. Both 
expressed that a pregnancy would be “unplanned, mistimed and 
unwanted,” so abortion is a very real option for each situation. But 
that is where the similarities end.
Dana* has been pregnant before and loves being a mom. As 
a single parent, she has worked hard and overcome many 
difficulties in order to provide for herself and her children. Her life 
story is one of determination and accomplishment. However, 
a pregnancy at this point in her life is not something she feels 
capable of handling. Exposing her ambiguity, Dana acknowledges 
that while she believes abortion would “bring relief” it would also 
be troublesome because, “It’s a child I created.” Telling more of her 
story, Dana reveals not only her reasons for considering abortion, 
but the value she places on life. So…what about adoption?
Dana didn’t want to talk about adoption; it was an option too 
difficult to consider. When asked to consider it as a way of 
providing life for the child she felt unable to provide for in an 
adequate manner, I heard the all too common response, “I 
couldn’t carry a child, then give it away.” I feel confused and 
grieved every time I hear that statement.
Leslie* is a student at a local college. She identifies herself as 
mentally and physically incapable to parent a child. She lacks 
employment, finances, and the much-needed support of her 
parents.  Additionally, a paternity issue complicates her ability to 
make a decision. She believes abortion could be a good option for 
her, but struggles with the fear of the emotions she will face if she 
proceeds with that option. So…what about adoption?
Leslie is open to considering adoption, unlike most clients we 
see at AVA Care. Her willing desire to get more information 
about adoption encourages us greatly. In her words, in an 
adoption situation, “The child could possibly have a great life with 
someone else.” As a result of her openness, Leslie engages in a 
conversation about adoption, taking the information we provide 

see ADOPTION, page 2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE :: Types of Adoption page 3 :: Choosing Adoption page 4 - 5 :: MFL Recap page 6

What About Adoption
SUMMER 2017



2

and stating she will contact the agencies 
to which we make adoption referrals. We 
feel encouraged by Leslie’s willingness to 
consider adoption.
What makes women hesitant to consider 
making an adoption plan when faced with 
an undesired pregnancy? What makes 
abortion more appealing than adoption? 
Simply put, adoption is a hard choice. 
It’s complex because a pregnancy must 
be carried out and the child relinquished. 
Women instinctively know a bond will 
form with their baby throughout the 
pregnancy. They struggle with emotions 
of astonishing loss and grief as they 
consider what adoption would mean for 
them long term. They view it as being “a 
bad mother” someone who “gave their 
baby away.” The thought of someone 

else raising their child feels unbearable, 
and seemingly makes abortion appealing 
because you “just get it over with.”  
As long as AVA Care must contend 
with abortion we will seek more ways 
to engage the hearts of mothers in a 
conversation about adoption. We will 
work to make adoption an option that 
offers appeal rather than one that is 
immediately rejected. We will always 
believe adoption is a courageous and 
honorable choice. And we will never 
underestimate the mountain of emotions 
a birth mother must face, and the 
strength she needs to endure the climb 
required to get to the joyful heights of this 
life-giving option.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

ADOPTION, from page 1

SUSAN NULL

Susan Null is the Executive 
Director. 

» A trip to Italy is on my bucket list.
» I’m a firm believer in the benefits 

of massage & chiropractic 
maintenance. 

» My parents celebrate 50 years of 
marriage this June.

The year was 1966. She was 21 years 
old and here she was again, facing a 
second unintended pregnancy. Although 
a heart breaking decision, she had 
made an adoption plan for her first child, 
a daughter. Now, as she faced this 
second pregnancy, she found herself in 
circumstances that were not conducive 
to raising a child. Instead of taking the 
easy road by choosing abortion, she 
chose again to make a life plan through 
adoption for the son she was carrying. 
Luckily, for this boy and for his older 
sister, this young woman desired more 
for her children than she knew she could 
give them.
To this day, this birth mother has yet to 
learn about the man who was once her 
baby. At 6-weeks-old he was adopted 
by a sweet, loving couple who were 
unable to have children of their own. 
Raised in a Christian home, he chose 
to have a personal relationship with the 
Lord at 10 years of age. He went on to 
fulfill his dream to become a professional 

photographer. Later in life, he married a 
woman that he had prayed for; and four 
years later, he became a dad to a little 
boy. 
Recently that man began a search for 
this hero of his, his birth mother. He 
hasn’t located her yet; but if he does, he 
hopes to say, “Thank You. Thank you for 
giving me life, for loving me enough to 
provide a way for me to have the life that 
you couldn’t give me.”
My deep appreciation for her only 
grows stronger each day. For you see, 
that woman gave birth and life to my 
husband, Curtis. Because of her, I have 
the life I have today. I have the man for 
whom I prayed and an amazing son. 
Can one simple, sacrificial decision 
make a difference? You better believe it 
can! Please join us in praying that more 
women would make this decision for 
their pre-born children. 
Grateful for LIFE,

A Sacrificial Decision

NANCY MARTIN
Nancy is the Director of Volunteer 
and Client Services.

» I am often teased for my 
Pennsylvania Dutch way of 
pronouncing words.

» If it were possible, I would enjoy a 
nap sometime between 3-4 PM 
each day.

» Lemon meringue pie is one of my 
favorite desserts. * Client name changed for confidentiality.
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DID YOU KNOW
Types of Adoption1

OPEN ADOPTION
In an open adoption, the parents not only can choose the child’s 
family, they can also communicate directly with the new family about 
the child through letters, pictures, and possibly even phone calls or 
visits. The child will grow up knowing who their birth parents are. 

1 b4youdecide.org

Adoption Rights of the Father

Adoption Resources
Virginia Department of Social Services Adoption Process: http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/ap/index.cgi

Virginia Department of Social Services Child and Family Services Manual – Adoption: dss.virginia.gov/files/
division/dfs/ap/intro_page/manuals/07-01-2014/section_1_adoption_overview.pdf 

Unmarried Fathers and Adoption: family.findlaw.com/paternity/parental-rights-unmarried-fathers-and-
adoption.html

The Rights of Unmarried Fathers: https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/putative.pdf

See local adoption agencies on page 7.

Adoption requires the consent of both parents; however, they must meet certain requirements. Paternity 
must be established which involves DNA testing to clearly identify the father of the child. Failure to establish 
paternity can prevent an unwed father from gaining parental rights at all. There are state-specific paternity 
laws and forms which can be found at family.findlaw.com/paternity/paternity-information-by-state.html. 
Fathers who do not know of their children, and later learn about their child, may not be able to object to 
adoption. Fathers who are aware of the child, and their pending adoption, may submit an objection to the 
adoption in the appropriate court.

PARTIALLY OPEN ADOPTION (or semi-open)
In a partially open adoption, the parents can choose the type of family 
the child is placed in. They may learn how the child is doing through 
pictures or letters that the adoption agency or lawyer shares with 
them. They usually will not know the child’s full name or location.

CONFIDENTIAL (or closed)
In a confidential (or closed) adoption, the adoption agency or lawyer 
will choose the child’s new family. The parents and new family won’t 
know any details about each other’s identity, but the agency may 
share medical information that will help the family care for the child.

http://dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/ap/intro_page/manuals/07-01-2014/section_1_adoption_overview.pdf
http://dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/ap/intro_page/manuals/07-01-2014/section_1_adoption_overview.pdf
http://family.findlaw.com/paternity/parental-rights-unmarried-fathers-and-adoption.html
http://family.findlaw.com/paternity/parental-rights-unmarried-fathers-and-adoption.html
http://family.findlaw.com/paternity/paternity-information-by-state.html
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ADOPTION

Choosing Adoption
» Mary Collier
Director of Marketing
 

Many might wonder, why a woman who is considering 
abortion, would not also consider adoption?! Adoption seems 
like a logical choice and a win/win for both the parent and 
child. However, in most cases, a person considering abortion 
feels like adoption is worse than abortion. We’ve found at AVA 
Care that adoption is usually a woman’s last choice. 

Profile of a Woman with an Unplanned Pregnancy1 states, “Adoption, unfortunately, is seen as the most 
‘evil’ of the three options, as it is perceived as a kind of double death. First, the death of self, as the woman 
would have to accept motherhood by carrying the baby to term. Further, not only would the woman be a 

mother, but she would perceive herself as a bad mother, one who gave 
her own child away to strangers. The second death is the death of the 
child, ‘through abandonment.’ A woman worries about the chance of 
her child being abused. She is further haunted by the uncertainty of the 
child’s future, and about the possibility of the child returning many tea to 

intrude on her own life many years later. Basically, a woman 
desperately wants a sense of resolution to her crisis, and in 
her mind, adoption leaves the situation the most unresolved, 
with uncertainty and guilt as far as she can see for both herself 
and her child. As much as we might like to see the slogan, 
‘Adoption Not Abortion’ embraced by women, this study suggests that in pitting adoption against abortion, 
adoption will be the hands-down loser.” 

1 http://support-avacare.org/profile-of-a-woman-with-an-unplanned-pregnancy-2/
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ADOPTION

So how does AVA Care go about presenting adoption in a positive light? How do we encourage clients to 
look at adoption as not “giving up” their child but “giving to” their child by making a life plan for them - a gift 
that provides the baby an opportunity to enjoy a life of their own? We pray, and we research ways to best 
engage the client in this discussion. We do our best to explain the positives of adoption, and recognize 
the difficulty the client is facing when considering this choice. We offer to explore this option together, and 
recognize that adoption is an act of deep love that can be chosen after a lot of consideration.

At AVA Care, we desire to provide a nonjudgmental atmosphere where women and men feel comfortable 
to process their choices as they face an unintended pregnancy. The article, The Power of Words, provided 
by Bethany Christian Services says, “Our words reflect our values and our emotions. They wound or heal, 
alienate or educate.” We want our words to educate and empower women and men to make a life decision 
for the baby, not alienate. We choose our words carefully when speaking about options; we allow room for 
reflection and let the client experience their emotions toward each choice. When we ask a client what they 
know about adoption, we’ve found that many women do not know there are different types of adoption that 
are developed to meet the needs of all those involved (see types of adoption on page 3). However, in the 
client room, most women do not want to discuss the option of adoption. They are in “crisis mode” and more 
often than not, have no desire to consider adoption. 

From a recent male client.
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EVENTS

Move for Life Underwriters
Miller Storage Buildings, Inc.
Blackwell Engineering, PLC

Blue Ridge Chimney Services
Martin, Beachy & Arehart, PLC
Blue Ridge Insurance Services

Home Pride Turf Management LLC
Mehegan & Sons Masonry
PWD Windows and Door
Tropical Smoothie Café

The 2017 Move for Life was a huge succcess with over 254 people in attendance. We are pleased to 
announce that we exceeded our goal again this year with over $60,000 so far! We thank God for His blessing 
over the MFL. We hope you enjoyed the two new events, zumba and basketball, and our new venue at JMU’s 
University Park as much as we did. It was a beautiful evening of amazing fellowship and fun as the community 
came together to stand for life!

The event would not be a success without the work of our dedicated MFL committee and volunteers. Thank 
you to Julie Coffman (Event Coordinator), Emily Lucas, Mark Collier, Kellie Grathwol, Daniel Mintz, and Brittany 
Roberts for pulling off the best MFL to date! We would also like to thank the following companies for donating 
food to the event: Campus Cookies, Insomnia Cookies, The Cupcake Company, Krispy Kreme, Strite’s 
Donuts, Sysco; gift card donations from Food Lion & Sharp Shopper; and coupon donations from Dairy 
Queen, Chick-fil-A, Sweet Frog, and Tropical Smoothie Café. And finally, a big thank you to Horizon Christian 
Fellowship for providing dinner after the event. You all are amazing!

Be sure to mark you calendars for our fall banquet that will be held Tuesday, October 3, 2017 at the JMU 
Festival Conference and Student Center. More informaiton to come.

TABLE HOSTS NEEDED: Would you prayerfully consider serving as a table host? The host’s responsibility 
is to invite and fill their table with individuals who desire to financially parner with our life-affirming ministry 
and help empower women and men who are facing unintended pregnancies. Please contact Susan Null at 
540.434.0685 or susan@avacareforyou.org for more information.

Annual Fundraising Banquet

Winners
Top Fundraiser: Brush Family $2,545

Top Fundraising Team: Lebanon Church of 
the Brethren $3,645

Largest Fundraising Team: River Oaks 
Runners - 9

1st Place 5K: Martin Keener 27:07 and Julie 
Pate 29:06

1st Pace 5K Youth: Noah Collier 29:04
Basketball Tournament: GCC Ballers
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Susan Null
Executive Director

Nancy Martin
Director of Volunteer & Client Services

Stevi Hansen, BSN, MHR, RN
Director of Nursing

Mary Collier
Director of Marketing

Miriam Clark
Finance Coordinator

Michael Botticelli, M.D., FACOG 
Volunteer Medical Director

Ned Adamson, M.D.
Volunteer Consultant for Ultrasound 
Services

Board of Directors
Hahns Kanode – President
Andrew Baugher, Esq. – Vice-President 
Susan Ferguson, CPA, MS – Treasurer
Deb Douglas – Secretary
Becky Botticelli, M.D.
Betty Chappell
Jeff Staple
Ronny Breen

Mission
We are a medical non-profit that provides 
education, help, and hope to those facing 
undesired pregnancy.

Guiding Practices
1. Provide accurate information.
2. Extend grace and respect.
3. Show the love of Christ.
4. Serve through volunteers.
5. Pray.

833 MLK, Jr. Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 :: 540.434.7528 :: www.support-avacare.org :: Like us on Facebook!

Thank You

Bethany Christian Services

Contact Person: Abigail Ballew

Pregnancy Counselor: Dorcas Byrd

10332 Main Street #359

Fairfax, VA 22030

703.385.5440

bethany.org

American World Adoption

Contact Person: Abby Konyndyk

6723 Whittier Avenue, Suite 202

Mclean, VA 22101

703.346.4921

awaa.org

info@awaa.org

Local Adoption Agencies
Commonwealth Catholic Charities

Contact: Ask for “adoptions”

1601 Rolling Hills Drive

Richmond, VA 23229

804.285.5900

cccofva.org

agency@cccofva.org

Would you like to receive a virutal copy of this newsletter? By 
switching to a virtual newsletter you help save us the cost of printing 
and shipping! Call 540.434.0685 or email mary@avacareforyou.org 

to update your newsletter preferences.

Oftentimes there are things we need or really 
want, but just put off purchasing because 
they aren’t critical. We have one office that 
three staff share; and because of our limited 
space, we really needed desks with large 
storage bins. Recently DuPont Community 
Credit Union was moving to a new location 
to accommodate their growth, and offered 
to give away their old office furniture to the community and non-profits. 
We were the fortunate recipients of two used (new to us) desks which 
were exactly what we needed, as well as, several office chairs. Thanks to 
DCCU for their generosity and to the Lord for meeting our needs.

http://support-avacare.org
https://www.facebook.com/AVACareofHarrisonburg
mailto:mary%40avacareforyou.org?subject=Cancel%20Hard%20Copy%20Newsletter%20Request


833 MLK, Jr. Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540.434.7528 

www.support-avacare.org 

Monthly Updates & Virtual Newsletter Sign-up Now!

Like us on Facebook!

Newsletter paid for and sponsored by 

Material & In-Kind Needs
» Diapers (size 4 & 5)
» Spring baby clothes (newborn - 3 months)
» Baby Wipes
» Copy Paper
» “What to Expect When You’re Expecting”

books (5th edition only please)

Wish List
» Small desktop fan
» 3 legal-sized filing cabinets with locks

Volunteer Needs
» Receptionists: Tuesdays 12-3 PM, 
Wednesdays 12-3PM, or Thursdays 
9AM-12 PM

» Board Members

Financial
» One-time donation
» InvestHers - ongoing financial partnership

For more information, contact Susan at 
susan@avacareforyou.org.

“I didn’t have much 
expectation, but a lot of 

fear. Fear of patronization 
on what my best choice 

would be. I was met with 
facts, resources, and 

smiling, caring faces. I was 
blown away by my visit and 

am more informed thanks 
to this staff.”

» From a recent client.

HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

FREE PREGNANCY TESTING AND CONFIRMATION - SO SHE KNOWS FOR SURE.

http://www.support-avacare.org
http://avacareforyou.us3.list-manage2.com/subscribe?u=1b286b80fdefdf2ca3ee90b4b&id=77b06913d5
https://www.facebook.com/AVACareofHarrisonburg/
http://www.harrisonburgobgyn.com
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PZTR5P273P5TW
http://support-avacare.org/financial/
mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/AVACareofHarrisonburg

