
» Tim Martin
Volunteer Lead Male Client Advocate

When we think of AVA Care of Harrisonburg, most of us 
probably envision a steady stream of young, panic stricken 
women walking through our doors.  What we sometimes 
forget is that just as women experience panic and 
uncertainty, oftentimes her partner is also being impacted by 
this unintended pregnancy.  Occasionally, one of these men 
will accompany his partner to her appointment and have 
the opportunity to talk with a male client advocate.   Dave* 
was just such a man, and I was the client advocate that was 
privileged to meet with him.  

Dave was a second year college student. He accompanied 
his partner, Jordan*, to her appointment and requested 
to meet with someone to talk through what he was 
thinking and feeling.  Dave didn’t just want to support 
whatever decision Jordan made, he wanted to be part 
of the decision-making process with her.  He was having 
difficulty “thinking clearly” because of the feelings of shock, 
confusion, guilt, and shame that he was experiencing.  He 
needed a safe environment in which to sort through his 
feelings, get answers to his questions, and learn about the 
options available to him and Jordan so that together they 
could make an informed decision.  AVA Care was that safe 
place for him.  

As we talked, I watched this young man diligently sort 
through his emotions and concerns, carefully consider the 
options available, and identify the resources available to 
them should they choose to parent.  I watched his spirit 
calm and grow confident in regard to the decision he knew 
was right, but that would also be difficult.  I watched his 
spirit anchor itself once again to the convictions he lived his 
life by that would carry him through not just this unintended 
pregnancy, but the additional challenges he will face in life.  
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As we wrapped up our time together, I 
was so grateful that the young woman 
down the hall was about to reconnect 
with a young man who was now 
prepared to engage in the conversation 
and make an informed decision.  She 
would not be making this decision 
alone.  As Dave said, “I may not be 
ready to be a dad, but I know that I can 
become, with God’s help, a good one.” 

I am also grateful to the Lord that AVA 
Care provides this kind of service and 
ministry to the women and men in our 
community.  As a pastor it is reassuring 
to know that we, the church, have a 
face in the community that advocates 

for those who are facing unintended 
pregnancy, validates their concerns, 
and answers their questions so that 
they can make informed decisions.  
These men and women may not 
think of the church as their “go to” for 
what they are facing, but AVA Care for 
many of them is that safe place.  As 
an extension of the church, AVA Care 
provides the love of Christ in practical 
ways that can have positive lifelong and 
generational impact for mother, father, 
baby and extended family.  And for 
that, I am thankful to the Lord.   
 

* Client name changed for confidentiality.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

MALE, from page 1

SUSAN NULL

Susan Null is the Executive 
Director. 

» I enjoy the challenge of a good 
sudoku puzzle.

» I have enjoyed playing basketball 
this summer with my son.

» My favorite sub is from Jimmy 
John’s.

When discussions arise about 
unintended pregnancy and abortion 
most of the time the father of the baby 
is left out. Many people concentrate 
their thoughts and opinions on the 
mother, or the baby itself. “I wonder 
what she will do?” Another common 
question that arises is, “I can’t believe 
she got pregnant.” But we all know that 
there are two individuals involved in an 
unintended pregnancy. So why do we 
tend to leave the father out?

Most of the clients that walk through 
our door are women. At AVA Care, 
we have sought to change this. We 
believe that the partner of our client is 
just as important. He also deserves to 
be advocated for, to have his feelings 
validated, and given answers to help 
them both make an informed decision. 
Research indicates that issues/
concerns related to the father of the 
baby is one of the major reasons why a 

woman chooses an abortion.  

Would you join with me in prayer that 
God would open the doors for more 
men to be a part of the decision for 
their unintended pregnancy? Would 
you pray that more men would be 
empowered to support the mother of 
their child and carry their baby to term?

In this issue you will find statistics of 
our male clients. We are excited that 
in just seven months in 2016, we have 
already exceeded the amount of men 
served in 2015! I encourage you to take 
time to educate yourself on the male 
perspective of unintended pregnancy 
and abortion on page 4. Join with us in 
supporting these vulnerable men who 
are also experiencing the difficulty of an 
unintended pregnancy.

Serving with you,

Men & Unintended Pregnancy

TIM MARTIN
Tim is the Volunteer Lead Male 
Client Advocate.

» I am the pastor at Truth & Grace 
Ministries. 

» I enjoy bike riding.
» I am eagerly anticipating the arrival 

of my first grandchild in December.
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OUR IMPACT

28 men in 2015,

Male Clients Served 2015 - Present

” [ They ] made me feel [a part] of things...[ I ] had a person that I felt 
understood my side as a male.” - recent male client

30 men in the first seven months of 2016,

“Anyone who is going through what we are should have the opportunity to sit down 
and talk to [a Client Advocate] to better make a sound decision.” - recent male client

two of which noted they were high school students and one college student. 

one of which noted they were a high school student and one college student. 

2016 Ethnicity 2016 Marital Status

2015 Ethnicity 2015 Marital Status
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MEN AND ABORTION

Men and Abortion
» Mary Collier
Director of Marketing
 
According to a national survey1 commissioned by Care Net, women turn to the father of the baby more than 
anyone else when considering abortion. Women revealed that the child’s father is the most important influence 
on their decision to have an abortion. However, it has been noted that the abortion decision is often deferred 
to the woman if the male partner is, in fact, a part of the decision. In a recent CareNet article, 5 Ways Abortion 
Negatively Impacts Men2, the author’s fourth point included the repression of emotion as the male’s perceived 
role of support. “The abortion decision is often deferred to female partners with concomitant repression of 
man’s own emotions. His containment of emotion is viewed as consistent with men’s perceived role as one 
of support.” So theoretically, a male could be against abortion, but potentially be perceived as supporting his 
partner’s decision to abort because of his lack of vocalization of his own emotions and thoughts. In another 
study, Men’s Perceptions Concerning Disclosure of a Partner’s Abortion3, it suggests that, “In the context 
of abortion, men are too often acknowledged solely as supportive or unsupportive partners rather than as 
separate individuals with their own needs.” This suggests that the only requirement of these men is to stand 
aside and support, or not support, the decision of their partner regarding their baby.

For the most part in Virginia, at least legally, a male’s needs and welfare are not considered when it comes 
to abortion. Did you know that if a woman seeks to have an abortion, consent from the father of the baby is 
not legally required? The woman seeking an abortion is also not required to notify her partner of the abortion. 
Some men are given no voice in the outcome of their child and are left to deal with potential “ambivalent and 
painful emotions” after the abortion. Many are left without even the knowledge that a child was conceived.

At AVA Care, we desire to provide a safe and comfortable environment for the male partners of our female 
clients. We believe it is important to include them in the process of dealing with an unintended pregnancy. 
Prior to a woman’s appointment we ask if the father of the baby would like to attend the visit. We provide Male 
Client Advocates to these men that care for them by listening, validating concerns, offering resources, and 
providing education about their options. 

Our hope is to continue to build our male client program armed with the research and knowledge that 1) they 
are an important influence in their partner’s decision to have an abortion; 2) they are greatly affected by this 
decision; 3) their need to be educated and validated is just as important as their female partner. As always, we 
serve them – no matter what they decide.

Resources

•	 Reclaiming Fatherhood, Men and Abortion: http://www.menandabortion.info/l0-aftermath.html
•	 Abortion	and	Men	–	How	Abortion	Affects	Fathers	&	Families: http://www.theunchoice.com/men.

htm#articles
•	 Silent No More: http://www.fatherhoodforever.org/
•	 Post-Abortion Trauma in Men Still Overlooked: http://www.theunchoice.com/Men/menoverlooked.htm

1 https://www.care-net.org/abortion-and-the-church-research
2 https://www.care-net.org/churches-blog/5-ways-abortion-negatively-impacts-men
3 Coyle, C.T. & Rue, V.M. (2015). Men’s perceptions concerning disclosure of a partner’s abortion. The European Journal of Counselling 

Psychology, 3(2), 159-173. doi:10.5964/ejcop.v3i2.54 (http://ejcop.psychopen.eu/article/view/54/html)

http://www.menandabortion.info/l0-aftermath.html
http://www.theunchoice.com/men.htm#articles
http://www.theunchoice.com/men.htm#articles
http://www.fatherhoodforever.org/
http://www.theunchoice.com/Men/menoverlooked.htm
https://www.care-net.org/abortion-and-the-church-research
https://www.care-net.org/churches-blog/5-ways-abortion-negatively-impacts-men
http://ejcop.psychopen.eu/article/view/54/html
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GET INVOLVED

Are you interested in serving as a Male Client Advocate? Do you want to help build our program to serve more 
men in our community that are experiencing an unintended pregnancy? WE NEED YOU! 

Specific	Responsibilities:
1. Mentor male clients in an atmosphere of warmth and compassion through listening and other helping skills.
2. Provide accurate information and education on abortion, parenting, adoption, and abstinence using only 

information that has been approved by the Medical Director or AVA Care Staff.
3. Follow all policies and procedures regarding client care.
4. Offer appropriate resources, referrals and information to individual client situations. 
5. Provide prompt and consistent follow-up with clients according to the policies and guidelines of AVA Care.
6. Inform clients of the EXCEL program and its benefits and, if necessary, help them identify the program that 

best meets their current needs.

If you are interested in training to become a Male Client Advocate, contact Tim Martin, our Lead Male Client 
Advocate, or Nancy Martin at 540.434.0685 or getinvolved@avacare.org. For more on volunteering and 
information on training visit support-avacare.org/volunteer-trainings.

How You Can Help

MARSHALL ORENIC

Marshall is a Volunteer Male 
Client Advocate.

» I met my wife in high school.
» I have three awesome kids.
» I’ve hiked to the Grand Canyon.

1. Why did you choose to volunteer at AVA Care?
I chose to to be a Client Advocate because I recently was faced with an 
unintended pregnancy with my wife. Our plans were turned upside down but 
we got through it. I felt compelled to use my expereience to help others in a 
similar situation.

4. How has volunteering impacted you?  
I feel good about being here for the men that come in. I feel a sense of 
accomplishment from volunteering on a weekly basis.

4. What is your favorite thing about AVA Care?  
Everyone at AVA Care is very warm and welcoming. Not only do they care 
about clients, but the other volunteers as well. The fact that AVA Care has 
such a large volunteer base is amazing!

4. Would you recommend AVA Care to other men who are considering a 
place to make a difference in our community? Why?  
I would recommend AVA Care to men who are wanting to volunteeer in the 
Harrisonburg area for two reasons: 1) the time committment is very minimal; 2) 
the training and support received to be a volunteer is great. You will definitely 
be prepared to make a positive impact on other men who need someone to 
be there when they are facing an unintended pregnancy.

Volunteer Testimony

“Everyone was very nice and made sure that we were okay and prepared 
for this next chapter in our life.” - recent male client
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EVENTS

Our end of the year baby bottle campaign will be kicking off soon. This fundraiser is so easy to implement at your 
church, small group, or business. Simply take the bottles, have people fill them with money and return. If your church 
or organization is interested in participating or collecting a special offering, contact Susan at 540.434.0685 susan@
avacareforyou.org.

Annual Fundraising Banquet
Our Annual Fundraising Banquet on Tuesday, October 4th is quickly approaching! The banquet will be 
held at the JMU Festival Conference and Student Center. We are pleased to announce that John Ensor will 
be our guest speaker. John is the President of PassionLife, an ordained evangelical pastor and the author 
of several books. For over 25 years, John has served the pregnancy help movement as a leader, speaker, 
writer, trainer, and co-laborer. Starting in 1991, John led the Boston-area Christian community in establishing 
A Woman’s Concern, a network of six ultrasound-equipped pregnancy help centers. In 2006, he joined 
Heartbeat International as Executive Director for Urban Initiatives and piloted Heartbeat of Miami, a minority-
led, ultrasound-equipped, pregnancy help ministry that is now living out the gospel of life amidst 30 abortion 
businesses. Today, through PassionLife, he is working to transform pregnancy help ministry into a true global 
missions movement. We are honored to have John as our guest speaker and excited to see what God has in 
store for AVA Care this year.

TABLE HOSTS NEEDED
Would you prayerfully consider partnering with us to become a Table Host at the banquet? This critical role 
helps ensure the success of the banquet. The host’s responsibility is to invite and fill their table with individuals 
who desire to partner in caring for women at the crossroad of uncertainty and possibility. Our desire is to 
fill each seat with individuals whose hearts are open to hear more about our life-affirming ministry and how 
they can get involved. Please contact Susan Null at 540.434.0685 or susan@avacareforyou.org for more 
information.

mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=Change%20For%20Life%20Inquiry
mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=Change%20For%20Life%20Inquiry
mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=
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Susan Null
Executive Director

Nancy Martin
Director of Volunteer & Client Services

Stevi Hansen, BSN, MHR, RN
Director of Nursing

Mary Collier
Director of Marketing

Miriam Clark
Director of Finance

Emily Lucas
Executive Assistant

Michael Botticelli, M.D., FACOG 
Volunteer Medical Director

Ned Adamson, M.D.
Volunteer Consultant for Ultrasound 
Services

Board of Directors
Hahns Kanode – President
Andrew Baugher, Esq. – Vice-President 
Susan Ferguson, CPA, MS – Treasurer
Chris Johnson – Secretary
Becky Botticelli, M.D.
Betty Chappell
Deb Douglas

Mission
We	are	a	medical	non-profit	that	provides	
education, help, and hope to those facing 
undesired pregnancy.

Guiding Practices
1. Provide accurate information.
2. Extend grace and respect.
3. Show the love of Christ.
4. Serve through volunteers.
5. Pray.

833 MLK, Jr. Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 :: 540.434.7528 :: www.support-avacare.org :: Like us on Facebook!

AVA Care News

Volunteer Training 

•	 Client Advocate / Nurse Training: Friday, Oct. 21st - Saturday, 
Oct. 22nd from 8 AM - 4:30 PM (Client Advocates both days, 
Nurses Friday only)

•	 Volunteer In-Services: Thursday, Nov. 3rd at 10 AM or Monday, 
Nov. 7th at 5:30 PM

•	 Male Client Advocate Training: TBD

RSVP to getinvolved@avacareforyou.org or 540.434.0685. 

Would you like to receive a virtual copy of this newsletter? Call 540.434.0685 
or email mary@avacareforyou.org to update your newsletter preferences. Not 
receiving our monthly prayer requests and updates? Make sure your email is on 
the list today!

We are pleased to announce that we will now be offering prenatal 
vitamins through Vitamin Angels to our at-risk clients - at no cost to 
them! 
 
Vitamin Angels focuses on serving pregnant women, breastfeeding 
mothers, and children under five who are at risk of malnutrition and 
do not have access to national health services. To support these 
populations they provide annual grants of vitamins to qualified local 
nonprofit organizations.

We are so blessed to have been approved for this grant and are now 
able to better serve at-risk women in our community. To learn more 
about Vitamin Angels, visit vitaminangels.org/prenatal-vitamins.

http://support-avacare.org
https://www.facebook.com/AVACareofHarrisonburg
mailto:getinvolved%40avacareforyou.org?subject=
mailto:mary%40avacareforyou.org?subject=Cancel%20Hard%20Copy%20Newsletter%20Request
http://vitaminangels.org/prenatal-vitamins


Newsletter paid for and sponsored by HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

Material & In-Kind Needs
» Diapers (size 3, 4, & 5)
» Baby Wipes
» Copy Paper
» Manila Folders
» “What to Expect When You’re Expecting”

books (4th edition only please)

Wish List
» 2 iPads
» Small desktop fan

Volunteer Needs

» Receptionists (Mondays 12-3 PM)
» IT support – to help with computer 

troubleshooting, setup, etc.
» Client Advocates (male & female)

Financial
» One-time donation
» Become an InvestHer - ongoing 

financial partnership

For more information, contact Susan at 
susan@avacareforyou.org.

“Everyone has 
been very nice and 

respectful...It helped 
us get in the routine 
of what we need to 

do as parents and the 
process of pregnancy.” 

» From a recent male client.

FREE PREGNANCY TESTING AND CONFIRMATION - SO SHE KNOWS FOR SURE.

833 MLK, Jr. Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540.434.7528 

www.support-avacare.org 

Virtual Newsletter Sign-up Now!

Like us on Facebook!

http://harrisonburgobgyn.com/index.php.html
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PZTR5P273P5TW
http://support-avacare.org/financial/
mailto:susan%40avacareforyou.org?subject=
http://www.support-avacare.org
http://avacareforyou.us3.list-manage2.com/subscribe?u=1b286b80fdefdf2ca3ee90b4b&id=77b06913d5
https://www.facebook.com/AVACareofHarrisonburg/
https://www.facebook.com/AVACareofHarrisonburg/

